
Learn about how you can organize at your school  
to push for culturally-responsive practices.

D28 Action for Equity is excited to host a teach-in on Culturally Responsive Sustaining 
Education (CRSE). We’ll give an overview of what CRSE is and some recent history on the 
struggle for CRSE in NYC. We’ll hear first-hand accounts of trying to change practices in 
schools and we’ll have discussion and planning time for you to decide on your next steps  
in changing practices in your own school.

Monday, March 28, 8:00-9:30 pm Online  
(RSVP for Zoom link at bit.ly/ABCsOfCRSE)

Natasha Capers 
Coalition for Educational Justice

Matt Gonzales 
NYU’s Education Justice Research  

and Organizing Collaborative

Click here to RSVP 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Contact: Natasha Capers, 347.610.2754, ncapers@nyccej.org 
  
  

PRESS RELEASE 
City’s Largest Parent-Led Coalition Released Report 

Exposing Absence of People of Color in NYC K-5 Curricula 
  

New York, NY (February 20th, 2019) - The Coalition for Educational Justice (CEJ), New York 
City’s largest public school parent coalition, held a rally to release a comprehensive report on 
the lack of representation of students of color in NYC’s elementary school curricula, and 
continue to call on the Department of Education (DOE) to create Culturally Responsive 
Curriculum in New York City schools. 
  
New York City has committed publicly to increasing diversity and integration in public schools, 
but has not addressed the absence of authors and characters of color in the curriculum. CEJ’s 
new report analyzes more than 700 books across three commonly-used book lists and seven K-
5th grade English Language Arts (ELA) curricula and found that: 

● While 85% of NYC public school students are students of color, 84% of the authors of 
the elementary school curriculum are white 

● Of the 71 authors in the Teachers College Reading and Writing Project K-5 grade 
curriculum, there is not a single Latinx author or cover character  

● Of the 140 books on the NYC Department of Education’s Reads 365 elementary school 
list, 118 are by white authors 

● Of the 82 books in the Great Minds K-5 grade curriculum, there is only one Asian author 
● There is a high likelihood that a student of color can graduate 5th grade having almost 

never read a book by an author of their own cultural background; Latinx and Asian 
students can graduate elementary school having almost never read a book about 
someone of their cultural background 

● Between kindergarten and 5th grade, many NYC students read more books with animals 
as characters than people of color as characters   

 
This can be extremely damaging to students’ sense of self and engagement with school.  
 
To address these disparities, CEJ called on the DOE to:  
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Aprenda cómo puede organizarse en su escuela para 
promover prácticas culturalmente receptivas.

D28 Action for Equity se complace en presentar una enseñanza sobre Educación 
Culturalmente Receptiva y Sustentable (CRSE). Daremos una descripción general de lo que es 
CRSE y algo de la historia reciente en la lucha por CRSE en NYC. Escucharemos relatos de 
primera mano sobre cómo intentar cambiar las prácticas en escuelas y tendremos tiempo de 
discusión y planificación para que usted decida sus próximos pasos en el cambio de prácticas 
en su propia escuela. *Habrá interpretación al español*

Lunes, 28 de Marzo, 8:00-9:30 pm Online  
(RSVP para enlace de Zoom bit.ly/ABCsOfCRSE)

Natasha Capers 
la Coalición para la  

Justicia Educativa (CEJ)

Matt Gonzales 
Education Justice Research and Organizing 

Collaborative de NYU (EJ-ROC)

Haga clic aquí para RSVP 
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New York, NY (February 20th, 2019) - The Coalition for Educational Justice (CEJ), New York 
City’s largest public school parent coalition, held a rally to release a comprehensive report on 
the lack of representation of students of color in NYC’s elementary school curricula, and 
continue to call on the Department of Education (DOE) to create Culturally Responsive 
Curriculum in New York City schools. 
  
New York City has committed publicly to increasing diversity and integration in public schools, 
but has not addressed the absence of authors and characters of color in the curriculum. CEJ’s 
new report analyzes more than 700 books across three commonly-used book lists and seven K-
5th grade English Language Arts (ELA) curricula and found that: 

● While 85% of NYC public school students are students of color, 84% of the authors of 
the elementary school curriculum are white 

● Of the 71 authors in the Teachers College Reading and Writing Project K-5 grade 
curriculum, there is not a single Latinx author or cover character  

● Of the 140 books on the NYC Department of Education’s Reads 365 elementary school 
list, 118 are by white authors 

● Of the 82 books in the Great Minds K-5 grade curriculum, there is only one Asian author 
● There is a high likelihood that a student of color can graduate 5th grade having almost 

never read a book by an author of their own cultural background; Latinx and Asian 
students can graduate elementary school having almost never read a book about 
someone of their cultural background 

● Between kindergarten and 5th grade, many NYC students read more books with animals 
as characters than people of color as characters   

 
This can be extremely damaging to students’ sense of self and engagement with school.  
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